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T js with reluctance I addreſs you on 


this topic, and the more ſo, becauſe in 
former times we have been particular- 


known to each other. Yetas you have 


little concern you, I think it neceſſary to check 
ur career, leſt preſuming too much on the excet- 
ency of your performance, and fluſned with it's 


admirable ſucceſs, you ſhould farther attempt to ca- 
lumniate a character, which as far ſurpaſſes your's, 


as virtue exceeds vice. 


I was informed ſeveral days ago, that Mr. Meſay 
would quickly be expoſed to the public, with all his 
1mperfe&tions on his head. To ſpeak plainly: the 
Author, for ſeveral days before the publication of 


his book, had travelled from place to place, and en- 
„„ gaged 


VINDICATION, &c. 
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" i {Ty intimate, and, . our 
i. Patients (if s dealt plainly) were 


| ſhewn yourſelf to the public, and that (in my opi- 
nion) not without ſome pride, in matters which but 


4 * 
-» , 
2 — * * 
o bb OS ters is 


EE . 


. 
N 


8 4 * 5 
K —»ðᷣ ? 


— — — 


— 


v 


S 


* 8 r 
. AA ³ Fae: a96 


P\Y< 


a „ | 
gaged as many of his friends as poſſible to purchaſe 
and-vend his performance, whereby his chief defign 
(which I fear was not without a mixture of ſelf-in- 
tereſt) might the better be accompliſhed. _ 998 
But, without any farther introduction, I ſhall now 
enter into the merits of your performance, ſhall. 

weigh your arguments, (if you make uſe of any) take 
notice of your reflections, and expoſe your ſcandal 
with a neceſſary freedom, according to the little abi- 
lity of which I ſtand poſſeſt. Firſt, You had, 
vou ſay, * a reſpect for Mr, Weſley for many years.“ 
Jo this I anſwer, You have teſtified, theſe ſeveral 
nh a deal of difreſpe for him, in my hearing, — 
ou have heard his brother and preachers with pro- 
fit. Your preſent conduct is an excellent proof of 
it. — Did they ever teach you to revile the miniſters 
of the goſpel ?—or, to caſt wicked aſperſions on the - 
 Ambaſſadurs of Chriſt? I do not now attend the 
Foundry preaching : when I did, I was taught to fear 
__ God, and reverence his miniſters.——  _ - 
+ a2dly.. You have heard people of good underſtand- 
ing ſay, Mr. F/lty was a Papiſt, &c. Did ever 
any of thoſe people of ponder ogg ages, go to Maſs 
-with him, or hear him deny the uſe of bibles to his 
followers ?—Did they ever hear him aſſert, the Pope 
to be the ſupreme Head of the viſible Church, infal- 
lible, &c. ?—that the Proteſtants were heretics, and 
the Church e Rome the only true one? Did they or 
you ever hear him pray to Saints or Angels, or preach 
the doctrine of an intermediate purgatory ? Did you 
ever ſee him how to an image, or pray in an unknown 
tongue? Did he ever adminiſter the ſeven ſacra- 
ments, inſtru you to receive the body and blood of 
. Chriſt in a corporeal ſenſe, or deny you the cup? 
How good ſocver the underſtanding of thoſe people 
may be in other reipects, I am fully fene, 
ny Ry „ 
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this they are greatly deficient. If in all, or any of 
the above reſpects, Mr. — has ated as a Papiſt, 
let him be accounted ſuch, and I ſhall no more at- 
tempt to vindicate a man, in whom I have been ſo 

reatly deceived. —But there requires far ſtronger |} 
Proof of his being fo, than the bare belief either o 
you; r on {57 0665-006 a 
zadaly. But that which ſeems chiefly to diſpleaſe || 
you is, Mr. /}—s accuſation of, or rather exhorta= |} 
tion to the Diſſenters. I confeis, Mr. W— ſeems |}; 
rather partial to thoſe of his own connection; bus 
you alſo muſt confeſs, it is natural ſo to be. —His 
Intention (or I miſunderſtand him) is, to give the 
people of Britain juſt notions concerning the preſent* {|} 
_ unhappy diſpute between her and her colonies, and 
exhort us to obcdience and loyalty, from a true ſenſe | 1 
of the incomparable advantages and liberties, which 


we at preſent enjoy, as likewiſe from the evils, |} 


. 
it 


which poſſibly may enſue from diſobedience, diſcon- 
tent, and dilloyalty.—— | | 
4chly. Concerning what he has ſaid, with 
to thoſe Methodiſts not in his connection, 
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is dangerous to ſpeak evil of the King, 
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gaged as many of his friends as poſſible to purchaſe 

and vend his performance, whereby his chief defign 

(which I fear was not without a mixture of ſelf-in- 
tereſt) might the better be accompliſhed. 


e But, without any farther introduction, I ſhall now 
enter into the merits of your performance, ſhall 


weigh your arguments, (if you make uſe of any) take 
notice of your refleQions, and expoſe your ſcandal 


with a neceſſary freedom, according to the little abi- 


lity of which I ſtand poſſeſt. Firſt, You had, 


you ſay, * a reſpect for Mr, Weſley for many years.“ 
Jo this I anſwer, You have teſtified, theſe ſeveral 


my a deal of difreſþe for him, in my hearing, — 


God, and reverence his miniſters, 


ing ſay, Mr. Fe/ley was a Papi Wo.» Did ever 


ay of thoſe people of F e ae 5, go to Maſs 


with him, or hear him deny the uſe of bibles to his 
followers ?—Did they ever hear him afſert, the Pope 


i the Church of Rome the only true one? Did they or 
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| you ever hear him pray to Saints or Angels, or preach 
} the doctrine of an intermediate purgatory? Did you 
ever ſee him bow to an image, or pray in an unknown 
| tongue? Did he ever adminiſter the /even ͤſacra- 


ments, inſtruct you to receive the body and blood of 


_ Chriſt in a corporeal ſenſe, or deny you the cup? 


How good ſocver the underſtanding of thoſe people 


may be in other reipects, I am fully perſuaded, in 


this 


ou have heard his brother and preachers with pro- 

fit. Your preſent conduct is an excellent proof of 

it.— Did they ever teach you to revile the miniſters 
of the goſpel ?—or, to caſt wicked aſperſions on the 

Ambaſſadars of Chriſt? I do not now attend the 

Foundry preaching : when I did, I was taught to fear 


to be the ſupreme Head of the viſible Church, infal- 
lible, &c. ?—that the Proteſtants were heretics, and 
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Adly. You have heard people of good underſtand- | 


the above reſpects, Mr. — has acted as a Papiſt, 


proof of his being ſo, than the bare belief either of 
you, or your friends, _ Es 5 


you is, Mr. Vs accuſation of, or rather exhorta- 
tion to the Diſſenters. I confeſs, Mr. — ſeems 
rather partial to thoſe of his own connection; but 


intention (or I miſunderſtand him) is, to give the [ 


of the incomparable advantages and liberties, which | 


tent, and diſloyalty.— 


to thoſe Methodiſts not in his connection, 


Sree; and I doubt not, but they will appear ſo in 


their common converſation, Now in the former, it 


| ( 3 ) 4 
this they are greatly deficient. If in all, or any of 
let him be accounted ſuch, and I ſhall no more at- 


tempt to vindicate a man, in whom I have been © 
greatly deceived. —But there requires far ſtronger 


3dly. But that which ſeems chiefly to diſpleaſe 


alſo muſt confeſs, it is natural ſo to be, His 


people of Britain juſt notions concerning the preſent*{} 
unhappy diſpute between her and her colonies, an 
exhort us to obedience and loyalty, from a.true ſenſe 


we at preſent enjoy, as likewiſe from the evils, | 
which poſhbly may enſue from diſobedience, difcon= | 


4thly. Concerning what he has ſaid, with regard q 


tempt opening a very ken, ſatyrical vein, as {One | 
may think it. But I will venture to ſay, your en 
preſſions are mean and unbecoming, to the laſt de- 7 


the judgment even of many of your friends. Lou 
wonder at Mr. /Fe/leys knowledge of what they für 


in private, and his doubt of what they ſay in 
public. I apprehend, by public, he means their diſ= | 
courſes and exhortations from the pulpit ; by private, 
is dangerous to ſpeak evil of the King, or his Mi- 
niſters; unleſs they wrap up their meaning in“ 
ambiguous expreſſions: and they are obliged to 
pray for him, whether they love or hate him.. 1 


_ 


"> Sthly- On 


| (6 1 
Sthly. On what foundation Mr. . — onda of 

- their private converſation, I do not particularly 
know. But I do not doubt his having reaſons, | 

which to him ſeem ſufficient) for writing what he 

| has.—Reproof is ſweet, when delivered from the lips 
of a friend: but a prejudiced perſon receives evil, 
where good 1s meant, 
'bthly. You ſpeak of “' the dutiful, thankfol ſpirit” 

of your friends, meaning (no doubt) the Methodiſts 
in your connection. TI am acquainted with very few 

of them; but among thoſe, do not recollect one, 
| who 1 is ſatisfied with the preſent adminiſtration. 
— Allow me, in this reſpect, briefly to deliver ; 

: ſentiments. So long as the King and his Parlia- 
\ 05 [the majority] agree, they ſhould be account- 
end as One, Conſequently, when the A nifty 1 is evil 
fi poken of, the King is not excluded. | 

Sthly. You next accuſe Mr. I of ende 
[ | ing to ſtir up his Majeſty and. Minifters againſt eve- 
ry Methodiſt not in your connection, and take away” 


lighted up, and the very earth drenched with 
e blood of ſaints.” How exceedingly ridiculous 
4 falſe! Can an impartial reader perceive any 
tuch deſign? You ſurely fee double! You fee, I 
am ſure, that which neither myſelf, nor any other 
| perſon can, without the addition of more eyes.— 


' 2 A aa hg: 


_ ! ourſelves to be carried, by prejudice and paſtion !— 
| But remember, Sir, He, that hurteth his neighbour, 
q with his tongue or pen, woundeth his own foul by his 
words; and che accuſed is not to be 1 0 guilty, 
until he be convicted. 5 
'- gthly. Your next 1 is, Mr. .- wants to 
e tear the crown from George's royal head, and 
place it on that of a Popiſh Pretender. Indeed! 


Fl | 1 Is 


their liberty and life; —of wiſhing to ſee Smithfield 8 


To what amazing extremes do we frequently ſuffer ; 


ES) 


s it poſſible ? Have you any proof for this? If fo, 
will readily aſſiſt you to apprehend and bring him 


ccuſation, and impeaching him with a crime, of 
Frhich you cannot prove him guilty. 5 


our t poſtſcript, where you charge Mr. V of 
Whreatening, there is a rod in ſoak for you.“ 
Pray, Sir, in what page ſhall I find it? I recolle& 
o ſuch mean expreſhon in the whole book. The 
We is this. Wherever you find Mr. Meſley does 

ot make uſe of expreſſions, on which you can em- 
oy your wit, you ſubſtitute thoſe of your own ima- 
nation. 5 5 
1ithly. Mr. Nęſiey wiſhes to ſee men conſcious of 
e bleſſings, with which they are loaded. I 


te, under the ſun, whoſe mode of governing I 
puld prefer to that, in which I now breath. Nei- 
er ſhould I wiſh to cry peace, when danger is at 


el. 


o juſtice. If not, you deſerve puniſhment for falſe 


rothly. The laft thing I ſhall notice at preſent is, 


ow not, for my part, any empire, kingdom, or 
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nd, nor render life unhappy, by the anticipation 
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= Spitalfields,  _  your's, &c. | 
May 8. 1977, A CERUGR; 


when age, mature ſtudy, and experience conviif 


| AVING, with: zz muck candour as ma 
be, conſidered the moſt material articl 
contained in your firſt favour to M 
Vefley, I now proceed with equal freedo 


and ſincerity, to make ſome remarks on the re 
mainder of your treatiſe. 


1. Vou obſerve, as a very material circumftanc 


the alteration of Mr. //—s opinion, with regard 
che Americans. Were you diſpoſed to be in the a 
| favourable, or even juſt in your criticiſms 


would find Mr, , in the Preface to his ark Cl Ca 


Addreſs, make a ſufficient apology for his alteration 


where he informs you of his being of a different op 
nion, till he peruſed a book written by S. Fohnſiu 
which, together with intelligences he at the ſan 
time receiyed from correſpondents in America, full 


convinced him of their artifice and his own err 
It is much to be wiſhed, that every man, wheth| 
Stateſman or winiſter, whether in Politics or "The! 
| logy, would with equal honeſty yield to convictic 
But it is equally to be feared, particularly with 7 


pect to miniſters of the goſpel, many of whom arc i 
ſtructed to believe and teach a particular ſet of do 
trines in the commencement of their miniſtry, whi 


them are inconſiſtent in a great meaſure, either w 
"Roe or true religion tis even chen greatly to 
fear 


( 


feared, they (contrary to the remonſtrances of reaſon, 
conſcience, and the bible) ſtill continue to teach and 


*. enforce them, leaſt a cenſorious world ſhould charge 
1 them with fickleneſs and mutability, or ſully their 
flair name by the impolite apellation of—a Weather- 


2. This being the only article, that claims atten- 
tion in your ſecond letter, I now proceed to the 
third; where, if I find nothing of more conſequence 
than your ſecond contains, I ſhall conclude you have 

&- - exhauſted your ſtrength, and can now no more than 

lengthen out your book by words without meaning, 
or (what is far worſe) raillery and abuſe, _ : 
on. 3. This you begin by flattering Mr. r, that 
re. thus and thus you have eſpouſed his quarrel, and de- 
fended his cauſe to the uttermoſt of your power.“ 
nceſ Alt is wonderful that when he has been ſlighting- 
rd ly ſpoken of, you would never defend his cauſe in 
lea} my hearing: fo far from it, you would frequently 
ye inſinuate evil, and perhaps, had it not been in com- 

a pliance to my diſpoſition, wguld have reviled him 
tion to the utmoſt, But this you peak by way of com- 
ops 233 in which it is too common to overleap the 
06 undary of truth. > 5 e 
4. You next remark the ſatisfaction that Mr. 
1 expreſſes from the ſucceſs of his book, that he is on 
err the ſafe fide of the queſtion, by flattering the 


jethi King,” &c. Very little wit, and no ſenſe at all! 
The 5+ Your laſt accuſation is very little more than 
tio enlarging on that contained in pages 9 and 10 of your 
th 17 pamphlet; where you impeach Mr, //— of endea- 


4 vouring to eſtabliſh Popery in this kingdom, and the 


are ' 1 6 EB . 
F do Pretender on it's throne. Vour addition now is, that 
Wh. 


he would likewiſe „ eſtabliſh an Inguiſition, and 
inn himſelf be made an Inquiſitor.” PA co : 1 25 ON 


6. Now 
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6. Now, Sir, do you. conſider the abſurdity of 
Four accuſation, even on the ſuppoſition that Mr. 


Hs a Papiſi (which I firmly believe to be entirely 


e and falſe); is it poſſible, that any rea- 
ſonable perſon can imagine he has power or influence 


ſufficient to overturn a whole government, and eſta- 


bdliſh a religion, which is deteſted and abhorred by 
perhaps nineteen out of twenty religious perſons ?— 
A religion, which his Majeſty has taken a moſt ſo- 
lemn oath to defend, and continues fo to do both by 
command and example. In this you do no more 
than exerciſe thoſe faculties, which had far better 
have been buried in obhvion for ever. 


- 7. Thus having with much wifdom, elegance, and 


riety, (as your/elf may poſſibly preſume) employ- 
* ee oy winch 2 — Per a = 
ſarcaſtical air, whereby you prove yourſelf a true 
ſatyriſt, you deſire Mr, 2 will recommend your 
8 from the pulpit, and cauſe your book to 
e fold at the Foundry,——Pray, Sir, is it of ſuch _ 
importance? Is it neceſſary towards the ſalvation of 
ſouls? - I am ſurprized, Sir, that you ſhould attend 
ſo many places of public worſhip, hear the ſacred 
| truths of the goſpel pronounced from thence, and 


yet be no better acquainted with the purpoſes for 


which they are appointed. 5 Top 
1. As to the freſh ideas,” that croud upon your 


mind, together with your “ pen-a-going” compari- 
ſon, I regard them as the weak produQtion of an 1n- 


vidious and diſordered brain; and, as I cannot per- 
ceive either juſtice of compariſon, or beauty of lan- 
guage in your ſimile, J ſhall leave it to the admira- 


tion of thoſe who can. 


To conclude, Allow me to make the few follow- 


5 ing obſervations upon the whole. 


1. You 
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1. You ſeem to write with anger, not friendſhip ; 
and, having diſcharged the chief of your fury in 
your firſt letter, you are nqw left deſtitute of mats 
ter for the remainder, unleſs by contradiction, and 
vain repetition. 3 r. //— of being change- 
able in opinion. ow much more ſo are you 
yourſelf, when, at the cloſe of your ſecond letter, 
you are at a loſs to find out a puniſhment for his 
crimes !—And in the firſt clauſe of your third, you 
would not have a hair of his head hurt; - perhaps, 
becauſe he wears none! | | 255 
2. Do you think your performance will be of uti- 
lity? Are your arguments perſuaſive, or convin= . | 
| cing? If they are ſo to others, I confeſs on me they _ | 
have no ſuch wonderful effect. __ 
3. I cannot omit noticing the language, in which 
you addreſs Mr. //—; and muſt here beg leave to 
aſk, Is it becoming, to addreſs a 2 of his 
character, by the appellative of Superannuated old 
Fellow,” — Mretch, —<* Jeſuitical old Fox?” &c. &c. 
Are you not aſhamed at the 3 Should not 
his age, ſuperior learning and abilities, ſacred pro- 
feſſion, &c. command reſpet? Has he not with 
unwearied diligence, through a courſe of many years, 
laboured in the cauſe of religion, and been inſtru- 
mental in bringing thouſands to the knowledge and 
practice of it? ge ſorry for what you have done; 
and do ſo no more. Aſpire no more after fame, by 
de ingenuity or ſublimity of your pen. But if you 
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wiſh to be reſpected here, and applauded hereafter, 
let it be for the purity of your intentions, and the 
= exemplarineſs of your conduct. So ſhall you receive 
3 that happineſs in this world and the next, which is 
" FF HAncerely wiſhed you by „ 
; {1 15 : A. C L E U G * 
: WW _ Spicalfeld, a COON 


May 8. 1777. 
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